
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VIVIEN CURRIE APPOINTED CHIEF EXECUTIVE AT ASCOT 
 
Press Release: 9am, Monday 20th December 2021 
 

Vivien Currie MBE is today announced as the next Chief Executive at Ascot Racecourse, 

succeeding Guy Henderson, who will retire on 30th June 2022 following his eighth Royal 

Meeting as CEO. 

Vivien has been Chief Executive of Hamilton Park Racecourse since 2008, during which time 

the business has developed a wider commercial focus, diversifying into the award-winning, 

multi-faceted events business that it is today.  

Her achievements at Hamilton Park have ranged from improving the racecourse experience 

for owners, trainers, jockeys and stable staff to building an award-winning £10 million 

‘Hampton By Hilton’ hotel on course. 

Within two years of her arrival at Hamilton Park, Vivien was appointed a Non-Executive 

Director of the Racecourse Association (2010 – 2016) which included four years as Vice 

Chair. She was then appointed as a Members’ Nominated Director of the British Horseracing 

Authority (2016 - 2019). 

Vivien received an MBE in the 2020 New Year’s Honours List for her services to racecourse 

management, business and charity. 

Trained as a Chartered Accountant, Vivien spent 12 years with Ernst & Young and 

subsequently worked for Damovo, graduating to the role of Executive Vice President, Global 

Sales & Solutions. She then moved into football as Chief Executive of Livingston FC, sitting 

on the Scottish Football League Management Committee, before moving into racing in her 

current role. 

Sir Francis Brooke Bt., Her Majesty’s Representative and Chairman at Ascot, said: 

“Vivien’s career is a compelling combination of strategic, commercial and racecourse 

management experience. This made her the outstanding candidate for this role, in what was 

a thorough and wide-ranging search conducted with the help of Spencer Stuart.  

“She is very familiar with the structure of the British racing industry both from the 

perspective of Hamilton Park and her terms on both the BHA and RCA boards. 

  



“She has wide-ranging interests in sport and business and has also been a long term and 

active supporter of Marie Curie Cancer Care. 

“The whole Board is much looking forward to welcoming her to Ascot. 

“Vivien will join as CEO designate in April and work alongside Guy in the lead up to the 

delivery of Royal Ascot in the Platinum Jubilee Year. On 30th June she will take over as CEO 

when Guy retires at the end of what has been an outstanding tenure.” 

Of her new appointment, Vivien said: 

“I am delighted to have been chosen as the next Chief Executive of Ascot Racecourse and to 

be joining the team for what will be a very exciting year ahead. This role is a culmination of 

all the experiences I have had in my professional career to date and I am looking forward 

enormously to working with Guy in the build up to Royal Ascot in June.” 
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For more information, please contact: 

Nick Smith – Director of Racing and Public Affairs, Ascot Racecourse 

nick.smith@ascot.com / +44 (0) 7771 791 449 

 

Will Aitkenhead – Industry Affairs Manager, Ascot Racecourse 

will.aitkenhead@ascot.com / +44 (0) 7817 124 115 

 

About Ascot Racecourse 

Ascot Racecourse was founded in 1711 by Queen Anne. The first four day June meeting at 

Ascot took place in 1768, which became known sometime after as Royal Ascot. 

Ascot stages both Flat and Jumps races and has 26 racedays, including Royal Ascot (now five 

days) which is Europe’s premier Flat meeting. 

Eight Group One races (globally benchmarked championship level events) are staged at 

Royal Ascot. In total, 13 Group One Flat races are staged at the track, with three Grade Ones 

(the Jumps equivalents) in the winter months. 

Typically, 600,000 racegoers attend Ascot over the year with half of those coming in June to 

the Royal Meeting, which is broadcast in more than 200 territories. 

As well as world-class racing, Ascot Racecourse is also used as a venue for conferences, 

weddings, banquets, exhibitions, product launches and as a film set, with some 300 non-

racing events staged annually. 

The land on which Ascot Racecourse sits is adjacent to Windsor Great Park, covering 179 

acres. 
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